Structured Engagement Exercises
	Structure & Graphic
	Description
	Benefits & Purposes

	Personal Opinion Guide
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                                        Before Reading
[image: image2.emf] 

2  


                           Partner Share
                    
                           Read Book

                              Partner Share


	· Students read each statement and decide if they agree or disagree with it.
· Then they read the book.

· After reading, they read the statements again and mark their responses.

· Compare responses with partner.
	· To help focus attention on key concepts

· To interpret story selections based on background knowledge.



	Think – Pair -- Share
                                    

Think
                  
                                     Pair 

                                   Share with 
                                    Class
	· Ask a question
· Students think quietly

· Students find a partner and discuss their responses

· Students share their responses with the whole class.


	· Provides processing time
· Builds in wait time

· Provides rehearsal

· Enhances depth and breadth of thinking

· Increases levels of participation

	Checking for Understanding

        .





	· Alternatives to Whole Class
· Hands On Checking

· Signal Cards

· Manipulatives

· Slates, White Boards, Think Pads

	· To review, preview, and expand upon a topic

· To illustrate to students that together they have a tremendous amount of knowledge on certain topics.

	Jigsaw



	· Group students evenly into “expert” groups.

· Expert groups study one topic or aspect of a topic in depth.

· Regroup students so that each new group has at least one member from each expert group.

· Experts report on their study.  Other students learn from them.


	· Becoming an expert provides in-depth understanding of one aspect of a topic or concept.

· Learning from peers provides breadth of understanding of complex topics or concepts.
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